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Q3 is the slowest quarter of the year in Zone8; the summer heat taking its toll on the membership and 
activities.  But somehow I still managed to occupy my weekends with club activities (it did present an 
opportunity to get some necessary traveling done outside of attending events at the various regions). 
 
Freshly returned to San Diego from the fantastic Traverse City Parade, July started off in the traditional 
way, with the San Diego Region board meeting; which was quickly followed by the region’s Fourth of 
July party. Thank you to the Avitts for hosting; it was a great success, including front row seats to some 
fantastic fireworks. 
 
Next weekend found me winding my way to Los Angeles Region for their tech session on car care 
products. A terrific and well attended event that informed us all on the latest and greatest in car care 
technology. 
 
A week hence was the San Diego Region autocross.  Outstanding as usual; and important because it 
would be awhile before I would be able to attend another. It’s too bad Kate couldn’t come with, but she 
had some birthday plans for a friend of hers. (Actually, good for me as I wasn’t driving that well that day; 
though maybe it was because I knew I didn’t have my usual competition to spur me on…) 
 
San Gabriel Valley Region’s breakfast meeting was next up that month; which was followed by a tour to 
the Marconi automotive museum.  This was something I’d been wanting to do for 10 years, since I’d first 
heard of it; but never got around to doing. Until now.  A great collection of Italian cars.  (There were only 
a couple of Porsches, unfortunately.) 
 
July wound up with attending an Orange Coast Region driving event, a Gimmick Rally.  Thanks to Larry & 
Gloria Moore, OCR has an amazing program of driving tours and gimmick rallies, and this one was no 
disappointment.  
 
 
The month of August started with the annual San Diego Region Concours. This one would be unusual for 
me, in that I was pressed into judging duty!  First time ever, but I guess that is what happens when 
people see you attending judging schools.  It was a beautiful event on San Diego Bay.   
 
The next weekend was an “off” weekend, so I took the opportunity to research hotels in Palm Springs 
for next year’s Zone 8 banquet; coming up quickly in January. 
 
Next on the agenda was the Monterey Historics Weekend. Not there in an official capacity, but a club 
weekend just the same. Went up Thursday night so I was sure to be there for Friday’s Legends of the 
Autobahn.  For a spectator it was a phenomenal event consisting of Audi, Mercedes, BMW and, of 
course, Porsche club cars.  PCA had quite an impressive showing there.  Saturday belonged to the 
Monterey Historics, including our PCA car corral and hospitality tent (hosted by Monterey Region).  
Sunday meant a morning at the Pebble Beach Concours, followed by another afternoon at the track to 
watch the races finish up. Saw the 918 in the flesh for the first time!  



 
Back at home for the final weekend of August, once again Saturday was a “working” club day, which was 
spent visiting potential sponsors for the 2014 Festival of Speed.  That weekend also was host to San 
Diego Region’s annual volunteer party, a fun Spanish themed dinner at the ranger station and visitor’s 
center of a local coastal nature preserve. 
 
September started with my annual Zone 8 staff meeting, where I bring my staff up to speed on events 
and happenings nationally in the club; we also discuss Zone 8 issues and plans and debate the rule 
changes for next year’s competitive series. 
 
A week later I journeyed to California Inland Region for their photo rally and lunch. Got lost once, but 
still managed to come in second place, somehow.  Terrific event, team!  Stopped by the Speedway in 
Fontana on the way home to visit Subifest (the annual SoCal Subaru festival) to see if there was anything 
to be learned and applied to our Festival of Speed. 
 
Orange Coast held their annual “White Glove” Concours in September (later than usual…) in beautiful 
Lantern Park near the coast in Dana Point.  The car turnout was terrific and the event also included a 
silent auction for charity.  They didn’t ask me to judge this time, should I count myself lucky? 
 
September closed with the trek to California Central Coast region for one of their autocrosses. I love 
going to CCCR events because driving to get there is always so interesting. The scenery and roads in that 
part of California are amazing.  Each time I take a different route and I’ve yet to be disappointed.  As for 
the autocross, that was great fun.  Probably the tightest course I’ve ever driven (I am spoiled by San 
Diego events), but the enthusiasm and excitement for the event within the region was thoroughly 
contagious. It is outstanding to see another region in the zone build an autocross program. Well worth 
the drive up there. 
 
That sums up the weekends of Q3. Of course, there is a lot more to being zone rep than weekend 
excursions.  In particular San Gabriel Valley & Grand Prix regions are hosting Escape this October. Much 
time was spent working with Doug Pierce (National Escape Coordinator) observing the preparations, and 
jumping in when necessary to lend a hand.  (More on this event in my next report!)  And, of course, that 
seemingly never ending event, the California Festival of Speed, kicked off the planning for the upcoming 
2014 edition.  Now that summer is over and the temperatures are dropping the zone is getting busy 
again! 
 


