
Zone 8 Representative’s Report 

Q3 2012 

By Tom Brown 

 

July started off in the best possible way, with a Parade!!!   The week in Salt Lake City flew by, but what a 
great trip that was. Zone 8 brought home many trophies, in all the major events: Rally, Concours, 
Autocross & Tech Quiz.  Susan (wife & Parade Chair) even took first in the Gimmick Rally, all by herself!  
Not to mention that Zone 8 took first place in the web site contest.  This is the second time the zones 
had a category in the web contest – the last was in 2005!  And we won it then too!  Undefeated! 

While at the Parade, I hosted a Zone Party.  Last time I counted, Zone 8 had 199 people registered for 
the Parade (roughly 15% of the Parade, I think?) and it seemed like they all came to the Party.  It was a 
blast, and a great way to kick off the week. 

Upon returning home, I was able to attend a San Diego Region Autocross.  New this year, my daughter, 
Kate, has been participating alongside me in our 911SC.  What fun that is. It’s a terrific way to spend the 
day, a father-daughter autocross team.   Later in the month I found myself in Bakersfield, for a Golden 
Empire Region Cars & Coffee event.  They have a terrific garage (use of which was donated by a club 
member) in which they hangout, socialize and work on cars. A fun time, great people.  Next, the family 
tagged along (as usual) for the San Diego Region Last Tuesday Social.  The final weekend of the month 
saw me up in Pomona for an Escape 2013 planning meeting with the Grand Prix & San Gabriel Valley 
regions.  Old friend and national Escape Coordinator Doug Pierce was in town for the meeting; and we 
had a great time learning all about the greater LA area and the terrific ideas going into Escape 2013. 

 

August was a slow month for the club and my involvement. August is Zone 8’s least active month, 
probably due both to the summer heat and vacation season. This year was no exception.  Couple that 
with a family (non-PCA) vacation and it feels like nothing happened. Regardless, I was able to attend 
three San Diego Region events:  Their annual Concours, their monthly board meeting and another one of 
their autocrosses (yes, Kate went as well). 

 

September saw the zone picking up steam again. The month began with us hosting the San Diego Region 
board meeting at our house. That following weekend I hosted the annual Fall Zone 8 staff meeting. This 
meeting is primarily about rule changes for the upcoming year’s competitive series, though it does give 
the Zone 8 staff some quality time to discuss a variety of things going on in the club. 

Next on the agenda for the month was attending the kick-off planning meeting for the 2013 California 
Festival of Speed. As the zone’s biggest event, with a variety of different facets, it does take a lot of 



work, so it pays us to start early.  The next weekend saw Kate and I at another San Diego Region 
autocross; followed by Susan & I attending the San Diego Region annual Progressive Dinner party.  Kate 
stayed home for that – big mistake, as it was a lot of fun.  This month I attended the region’s Last 
Tuesday social by myself as Kate wasn’t feeling up to it and Susan had a work obligation. 

San Gabriel Valley Region hosts a dinner social every quarter, and this quarter was true to form. The 
region president invited me to attend, and I was very glad to do so. First of all it gave us some time to 
chat a little more about Escape 2013, but it also allowed me a chance to catch up with region members 
that I hadn’t see recently (after all, not all of them are involved in Escape planning).   

Another weekend in September was host to the Coronado Historic Races, part of San Diego’s Fleet week 
celebration with the Navy.  San Diego Region always hosts a Hospitality and Car Corral at that event.  
This year I volunteered to help park cars.  We got lucky with the weather, it was only 80 degrees. A 
stunning day.  The previous week had seen numbers over 100.  While not as big as the Monterey 
version, never-the-less the turnout of Porsche owners was spectacular and once again the corral was a 
terrific success.  It easily held 60 cars and I think it was pretty much full all weekend long.  Of all the car 
clubs with corral’s there, San Diego’s Porsche corral is always the biggest. 

The last weekend of the month was home to the Riverside Region annual Porsche Timeline car show.  
They hold this event each year in beautiful Lake Arrowhead; nestled in the mountains above the greater 
Los Angeles area. I’d never been before, and after seeing it now, I’m sorry I missed so many over the 
years.  Cars from significant periods in Porsche history (the Timeline) line the streets alongside the lake 
shore and wind their way into the center of the village.  People come from all over (a popular summer 
day away, as the cool mountain weather beats the desert heat) and the local merchants love it, stating it 
is their best business day of the year!  There were several people’s choice awards, and my Black & 
Orange Cayenne S Transsyberia brought home the “Most Elegant,” much to my surprise!    

 

Behind the scenes, things are really starting to heat up as we work the next Festival of Speed.  Alongside 
that, I’m also planning the annual Zone 8 Banquet which is held each January.  This time, my goal is to 
make more of a weekend event out of it – I’m hoping to add a Concours and at least one driving tour in 
conjunction with the banquet.  Additionally, I’m still working on my history project for the zone, but that 
is slow going as the day-to-day business demands most of my time. 

Q3 was kind of slow, but I can tell Q4 will change that – it is looking to be a very busy fall in Zone 8! 


