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Wow, my first quarter as a Zone Rep and it was a busy one! 

The year started off with a San Diego Region hospitality at the San Diego Car Show on Sunday, January 1, 
day number one of the year! Of course, this was actually the last day of the auto show, as it had started 
on the prior Thursday. There wasn’t any other Porsche presence at the car show this year, San Diego 
Region was the exclusive Porsche display; which they took advantage of by bringing in 15 beautiful cars, 
including a 904, and most of the other models throughout the more traditional Porsche lineup, from 356 
all the way to 997. The region goodie store was there, along with old and new newsletters, and a video 
of region activities. It was quite successful for the region, bringing in at least thirty new members. Yours 
truly volunteered to be on protection duty, keeping curious children (both young and old) from climbing 
over and in the display cars. 

Next up, on Jan 7, was the Grand Prix region monthly breakfast and board meeting. This is truly an 
amazing event, as the region only has 353 members, yet they regularly see 70-80 people show up for 
breakfast on the first Saturday of each month. That is a fantastic participation rate, as many regions are 
lucky to see 10% of the membership active at all, let alone all together at the same time. 

The next week I joined the Santa Barbara Region for first of several weekend tours that they host 
annually. This particular one was a three-nighter to Palm Springs which included a day trip to the 
mountain town of Idyllwild on Saturday and another to Joshua Tree National Park on Sunday. I 
thoroughly enjoyed this event. It gave me a chance to stretch the legs of the 993; as well as to play 
tourist again. I’ve previously been to both Joshua Tree & Idyllwild, but it had been about 10 years for 
each of them. Both are amazingly beautiful in very opposite ways – southwestern desert sand and rocks 
vs. Alpine trees. Either way it was a delight to re-discover them. 

The final weekend in January saw me in Las Vegas, attending the Cars & Coffee in the morning followed 
by the Region’s private introduction to the 991 at Gaudin Porsche. Gaudin was a gracious host, providing 
lunch for the region membership as well as clearing their display lot so that the region could host an 
impromptu car show featuring the cars brought by the membership attending the event. This was my 
first chance to drive a 991.  What a car! 

I kept up the pace in February, another hectic month. Just look at this first weekend!  Saturday morning I 
joined Riverside region for their monthly breakfast social.  Then, that same evening, San Diego Region 
held their annual Driver’s Awards dinner.  Sunday was the first San Diego Autocross of the year. This was 
important to me as I’d just recently purchased a 911SC expressly for the purpose of autocrossing. This 
would be my third event with the car.   



A week later I was in Los Angeles, attending the Concours Judging and Prep school hosted by San Gabriel 
Valley Region.  This event took place at Porsche of Downtown LA and featured past Z8 Rep Michael 
Dolphin as the wise sage running the show.  A week after that and I was visiting the Los Angeles Region 
at their monthly breakfast social.  Can you see a theme here?  I think 75% of the Zone 8 regions host 
breakfast socials on a monthly basis. 

Tuesday, February 28, was a change of pace as that saw me at San Diego Region’s monthly social event, 
their Last Tuesday dinner.  Hosted at a rotating venue around the county it makes for a nice evening out 
trying a new restaurant each month.  

March was a slightly slower month as I had obligations to attend to a couple weekends.  Still I managed 
to squeeze in Orange Coast Region’s breakfast social and board meeting, Another Concours School 
hosted in San Diego Region and a trip to San Gabriel Valley Region for their monthly breakfast social.  
This one surprised them as we were experiencing one of our winter storms (rain, in So Cal?) and they 
didn’t expect me to make the trek through that weather.  Fortunately the trusty Cayenne was up to the 
task. 

Of course, being Zone rep isn’t all shaking hands and kissing babies. The first quarter also included three 
San Diego Region monthly board meetings (Wednesday nights). I don’t know if they necessarily see it as 
a good thing, but obviously my home region can see a lot more of me than other regions.   

Also, January saw me hosting the traditional Zone 8 winter president’s meeting and Zone 8 Awards 
banquet. Tom Gorsuch was our special guest from national and he brought his terrific presentation on 
sponsor relations. The banquet was a wonderful evening showcasing Michael Dolphin, our outgoing 
Zone Rep.  In addition to our special thank you and goodbye to Michael, we had the awards 
presentation for our four event series (Time Trial, Autocross, Rally & Concours) and a live charity auction 
supporting Race for the Cure.   The evening wound up with dancing to a terrific DJ. 

One weekend in February I was whisked away to Baltimore for the annual PCA National Winter Board 
meeting. I’m not a stranger to these, however, as a Zone Rep this time it took on a new dimension. One 
of the highlights of the meeting was the banquet at the new national office; getting to experience where 
Vu and the rest of the club’s employees do the magic they do to keep everything up and running. It is a 
really nice facility. If you are ever in the area, give them a call and stop by. They always welcome visits 
from club members.  

One of those weekend obligations in March was spent attending the Zone 9 President’s meeting. True 
I’ve been to dozens of them in Zone 8 prior to being a Zone Rep, but I wanted to visit one in another 
zone; I figure it’s always a good idea to learn how other organizations do things. Always looking for new 
ideas! 

During this quarter we wrapped up the incorporation of Zone 8 (It was formerly a LLC); which took much 
more time than I expected.  Changing over the bank accounts was a real pain!   I also assisted Sean 
Cridland (Zone 9 Rep) with a couple of projects – he asked me to review the Web chair job description 
for national and his forthcoming Region Focus article on Social Media; as well as his Autocross minor 



ride along proposal. Closer to home, I recruited and appointed Russell Shon to be our new Zone 8 Rules 
Chair.  I’d been doing that for six years or so and with my now being Zone Rep it is definitely time for 
some new blood in the position. 

In addition to the above, however, the biggest “behind the scenes” task was my initiative to discover 
and preserve Zone 8 history.  So far I’ve spent countless hours skimming and scanning old Panorama 
magazines, pulling from them all the references to Zone 8. I hope to have it all on our web site some 
day, as I also turn my attention to region resources.  

It’s been a busy quarter, but a lot of fun was had along the way. I’m looking forward to the next one. 

 

 


