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2016 Rule Change Proposals for 2017 Implementation 
 
 
 

Proposals that are presented here are open to review and comment.  
Please send your comments to the Zone 8 Rules Coordinator at 
ruleproposals@zone8.org 
 
After this second review period ends on October 31, 2016, the Z8 rules 
committee will make final submissions and recommendations to the 
Zone’s regional presidents. 
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AX, TT & DE  
 

Driving Events Proposal #1 – Change to SS Classes Wheel and 
Tire Restrictions 
 
Current Rule: 
 
II DRIVING EVENT CLASSES 

. 

. 

. 
D. Class definitions are as follows: 
 
1.   STREET STOCK CLASSES  

. 

. 

. 
The following are specifically allowed: 
a) Any US Spec factory original equipment, whether stock or optional, for 
that model and year of car.  Factory options (not aftermarket products, except 
wheels) may be installed after delivery of the vehicle only if they were originally 
available for that year and model.  
b) Aftermarket or different factory wheels except as prohibited in 
paragraph o., below. Section XIII Part K requires that the tire must be covered 
by the fender. 
 
The following modifications are specifically not allowed: 
a) Any aftermarket enhancement listed in Section III that is not mentioned 
in the above list of allowed modifications. 
b) Tire tread wear ratings less than 140 or less than the OEM tire tread 
wear for that model and year of car, whichever is lower. 
c) Any tire that is not street legal  
d) Modification or removal of catalytic converter or aftermarket 
replacement of original mufflers 
e) Modification or replacement of factory airbox, air intake system or filter 
to increase flow 
f) Headers or aftermarket exhaust 
g) Aftermarket mass airflow kits  
h) DME chips, ECU flashing or other engine management reprogramming 
i) Modifications that require 100+ octane fuel  
j) Lightweight flywheels  
k) Enlarging fenders beyond factory dimensions. 
l) Reduction of weight by removal or swapping out of any stock 
components (with the exception wheels and tires as outlined above). However, 
loose items such as the spare tire, tools, jack, manual, floor mats, and 
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detachable targa roof (AX only -- roof must be in place for DE/TT) may be 
removed. 
m) Any other aftermarket performance enhancement 
n) Any non-US Spec factory equipment (e.g. “ROW” suspension 
components or Euro-spec engines, if different from US-spec). 
o) Installation of factory or aftermarket front wheels with a width greater 
than the widest front wheels available from the factory for that model range, 
and rear wheels with a width greater than the widest rear wheels available 
from the factory for that model range; any increase in track (front or rear) 
greater than 14mm over stock. 
p) Installation of tires with a section width more than 20mm wider than 
the largest tire available from the factory for that model range. 
 
Proposed Rule: 
 
II DRIVING EVENT CLASSES 

. 

. 

. 
D. Class definitions are as follows: 
 
1.   STREET STOCK CLASSES  

. 

. 

. 
The following are specifically allowed: 
a) Any US Spec factory original equipment, whether stock or optional, for 
that model and year of car.  Factory options (not aftermarket products, except 
wheels) may be installed after delivery of the vehicle only if they were originally 
available for that year and model.  
b) Aftermarket or dDifferent factory wheels if they were available as a 
factory option for that model series except as prohibited in paragraph o., 
below. Section XIII Part K requires that the tire must be covered by the fender. 
 
The following modifications are specifically not allowed: 
a) Any aftermarket enhancement listed in Section III that is not mentioned 
in the above list of allowed modifications. 
b) Any T N-spec tire with a tread wear ratings of less than 140 200 or 
any non-N-spec tire with a tread wear rating of less than 201. the OEM 
tire tread wear for that model and year of car, whichever is lower. Cars that 
came from the factory with lower treadwear rating tires must change 
to tires that meet the above criteria or run in CC classes. 
c) Any tire that is not street legal  
d) Modification to any part of the engine, transmission, or 
differential, including (but not limited to) airbox, intake system, fuel 
system, ignition system, ECU, headers, catalytic converters, exhaust, 
and flywheel. or removal of catalytic converter or aftermarket replacement 
of original mufflers 
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e) Any modification to the suspension except if installing a 
complete factory sports suspension that was available as an option for 
the specific model and year of the car.  Modification or replacement of 
factory airbox, air intake system or filter to increase flow 
f) Any modification to the body (including splitters, spoilers, and 
wings) except those available as an option for the specific model and 
year of the car. Headers or aftermarket exhaust 
g) Aftermarket mass airflow kits  
h) DME chips, ECU flashing or other engine management reprogramming 
i) Modifications that require 100+ octane fuel  
j) Lightweight flywheels  
k) Enlarging fenders beyond factory dimensions. 
l)g) Reduction of weight by removal or swapping out of any stock 
components (with the exception wheels and tires as outlined above). However, 
loose items such as the spare tire, tools, jack, manual, floor mats, and 
detachable targa roof (AX only -- roof must be in place for DE/TT) may be 
removed. 
m)h) Any other aftermarket performance enhancement 
n)i) Any non-US Spec factory equipment (e.g. “ROW” suspension 
components or Euro-spec engines, if different from US-spec).  
o)j) Installation of factory or aftermarket front wheels with a width greater 
than the widest front wheels available from the factory for that model range, 
and rear wheels with a width greater than the widest rear wheels available 
from the factory for that model range; any increase in track (front or rear) 
greater than 14mm over stock. Any factory wheels that were not either 
standard or a factory option for that model range. Installation of 
aftermarket wheels. 
p)k) Installation of tires with a section width more than 20mm wider than 
the largest tire dimensions (section width, aspect ratio, and wheel 
diameter) other than those available from the factory as standard or a 
factory option for that model range. 
 
 
Rationale: 
 
There has been a lot of discussion about how SS don’t really apply anymore as 
they allow too much modification to be done to a car and therefore are missing 
the original point of running a car “as delivered”.    
 
There has also been discussion that we have drifted too far from the genesis 
of the SS classes, which were the Parade SS classes, as outlined in the national 
Parade Competition Rules. 
 
And there has been a lot of heartburn on the part of a lot of people as to how 
much car setup “gaming” has sometimes gone on in the SS classes. 
 
The Rules Committee has come to the conclusion that the SS classes are for 
people who have moved on from the Novice class in stock cars, for those who 
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just want to run a completely stock street car, and for those who don’t want 
to concern themselves with optimizing the car setup, and just want to 
concentrate on driving and having fun. By the SS class structure’s very nature, 
the wide grouping of cars is not conducive to “close” competition. Therefore, 
this proposal changes the wheel and tire requirements to factory OEM wheels, 
tires to factory specs (bringing us in line with Parade Rules, by limiting these 
sizes to what was available on the car from the factory), and treadwear 
restrictions which effectively eliminates the use of SCCA showroom stock “Tire 
Wars” tires from SS classes. 
 
Go-fast drivers who want to compete on sticky tires or that optimize their cars 
for their specific class will have to run in CC classes, which is what those classes 
are designed for. 
 
This proposal also simplifies the list of non-allowed changes. 
 
Comments: 
 
I believe that the Current 2016 Street Stock wheel and tire rules allow for 
maximum competition with very competitive drivers to compete with their 
daily drivers in a street usable condition and limits the money spent to be 
competitive.  
 
The very limited 2016 rules allowance with wheels and tires are within reason 
and should not be changed as to not force the majority of SS drivers to CC 
classes. The divide between the CC cars and SS cars is so great that it is 
impossible for any SS car to transition to CC classes without spending huge 
amounts of money and going with dedicated competition ties. I don’t believe 
the so called “go fast Drivers” should be forced to enter an arms “money” race 
to be completive in CC classes. 
 
Our club needs classes that are not unlimited where good drivers don’t have 
to have a dedicated autocross car.  Novice is for beginners.  Street stock should 
not equal beginners. 
 
The proposed restrictions are WAY too limiting.  Your average non “modified” 
Porsche might have wheel and tires changed. I would like to see no changes 
in the wheel and tire category from the current 2016 rules. 
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Driving Events Proposal #2 – Points for Aftermarket Aero Mods 
 
Current Rule: 
 
III ASSESSMENT OF POINTS 

. 

. 

. 
PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT POINTS 

. 

. 

. 
Y.  Non-stock wing, and/or front lip and/or spoiler    

Factory (within model series)     10 
Other factory or aftermarket     20 

 
Within model series means factory items that were available for the model 
series of the car. See Appendix B for the model series chart. Once an 
aerodynamic modification is made, both ends of the car should be improved to 
preserve balance. 
 
Proposed Rule: 
 
III ASSESSMENT OF POINTS 

. 

. 

. 
PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT POINTS 

. 

. 

. 
Y.  Non-stock wing, and/or front lip and/or spoiler    

Factory (within model series)     10 
Other factory or aftermarket (not within model series) 20 
Any aftermarket (including canards, strakes, and diffusers) 

          40 
 
Within model series means factory items that were available for the model 
series of the car. See Appendix B for the model series chart. Once an 
aerodynamic modification is made, both ends of the car should be improved to 
preserve balance. 
 
Rationale:  
 
While most factory aerodynamic aids (excluding GT2, GT3, and GT4 variants) 
are primarily to combat lift, aftermarket aerodynamic aids have the potential 
to add significant amounts of downforce not accounted for in the old version 
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of the points assessments. Separating aftermarket aero aids into a separate 
points assessment category addresses this, and accounts for the increased 
downforce not available via other factory options. 
 
Comments: 
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Driving Events Proposal #3 – Points for Late Model Stability 
Control Feature 
 
Current Rule: 
 

- None - 

 
Proposed Rule: 
 
All 991/981/718 car models that come with Stability Management 
(PSM/PSM Sport/ESC) as standard equipment will get a +10 base 
point adjustment. 
 
 
Rationale:  
 
While the performance advantages of the older versions of stability 
management is debatable (and sometimes a hindrance), the Stability 
Management in the newest cars (991/981/718) is a definite advantage at any 
driving event, especially, as it makes it easy for unskilled drivers to maximize 
the use of tire grip and corrects their driving mistakes instantaneously.  
 
[Ed. Note: It should be noted that all Zone 8 Driving Event Rules and points 
assessments are written for both AX and TT events.] 
 
 
Comments: 
 
This is a rule that penalizes all late model cars for having a system that slows 
the car down when turned on?  It is a safety system that will save a driver 
from a grievous error, but it certainly does not expand the cars performance 
capabilities.  A car driven with these systems enabled is SLOWER than a car 
with them turned off.  I have driven the 991 S (owned one) and the GT4 
(owned one) at numerous events and never, ever went faster with them turned 
on.  It was worth 1 second at a minimum over a 60 Second course if I forgot 
and did not completely disable them. 
 

~0~ 
 
PSM absolutely does slow you down. It works by applying the brakes and/or 
cutting the throttle, neither of which make you faster, they make you slower. 
If you are inducing PSM intervention with your driving, you are not winning 
anything, but you might save your a$$ from a spin. My beef with this proposal 
is that our rules have never, ever, penalized safety equipment before, and this 
is not something you can "option out" of with any new Porsche. You can, 
however, turn it off. How can a rule apply a penalty to a driver who does not 
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use the system? It is not possible and therefore not fair. You are guilty of 
having it whether you use it or not. The PSM system does not increase the 
speed potential of the car, and the proposal does not include any method of 
avoiding the penalty if the system is not used, so it cannot be enforced fairly 
and should be rejected.  
 
[Ed. Note: There are already some required points assessments for features 
whether you use them or not (PASM, adjustable/changeable boost and/or 
changeable HP). A member must take the maximum points even if they turned 
the switch to "off" or “low power”, because there is no way for event organizers 
to monitor and/or verify the position/mode of the switch in question.] 
 

~0~ 
 

I've been running mostly with PSM on. Running in Sport Plus mode on my 981 
GTS with PTV, I've never felt a throttle cut with PSM on. (That doesn't mean it 
didn't happen, but if it did, I couldn't tell.) And if it applies brake at one corner 
of the car -- which is my understanding of how it works -- then it's probably 
giving me more benefit from the induced rotation and weight transfer than it's 
taking away due to bleeding off speed. Also, it's putting the car into a 
configuration that I can't get to with PSM off and just steering wheel and pedal 
manipulations. 
 
The few times I have in fact felt throttle cut with PSM on, was in a situation 
when the car was already too far gone to save it. Those cases aren't relevant 
to discussing optimal lap times. 
 
I'm generally between a half second to a full second slower when I turn PSM 
off. By my own analysis of why that is, I think it's because with PSM on, I can 
drive the car at 10/10ths all day long on every element of the course and just 
trust that the PSM will make the minor corrections needed to keep the car 
pointed in the right direction. With PSM off, I'm trying to ride that edge 
between in control and out of control. More of my limited mental faculties are 
devoted to riding that car control edge, which leaves less concentration for 
looking ahead, analyzing the line, and mentally taking notes about where I can 
do better on future laps. 
 
That being said, I do recognize that I can carry more speed in a tight slalom 
with PSM off. But that's the only course element where I find PSM off to be 
noticeably beneficial. 
 

~0~ 
 
I agree that there are some situations where individual wheel braking will allow 
you to exceed the performance that you can achieve without having that level 
of control manually. Other times individual wheel braking likely does hurt you, 
if it's initiated to save you from a gross error rather than a more subtle torque 
vectoring input.  
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I also agree that anytime your throttle gets cut ("traction control"), it's done 
to save you, and I doubt it would make you faster in any situation once that 
gets triggered. 
 

~0~ 
 

We have very close racing (from a lap time perspective) between new and old 
cars in most of the Zone 8 classes, so I was surprised to read that this latest 
PSM proposal suggests that all the 981 and 991 (which were introduced more 
than 4 years ago) have had an unfair advantage over older cars and that this 
has never been properly addressed in the base points of these newer cars. 
 
I looked at all the SDR AX BRI results dating back to the beginning of the 2012 
season. There have been plenty of different BRI winners, with cars as old as 
1968, but none newer than 2007, with an average model year of 1988. Not 
one 981, 718 or 991 has ever won the BRI in San Diego. 
 
You see similar results at PCA OCR AX events, where all drivers (with only one 
exception) who have won BRI since 2012, have done so driving older cars. 
Perhaps more telling is how the 981 and 991 do overall. Looking at data for all 
the PCA SDR AX events this year it turns out that for every event, the majority 
(on avg 64%) of all the 981 and 991 end up in the bottom 50% of the BRI.  
There is a lot of data in our own archives as to whether the 981 and 991 are 
classed properly or not. Based on the data that I reviewed, the base points for 
the 981 and 991 should be lowered, not raised. 
 
[Ed Note: the “BRI” is a measurement that attempts to equalize lap times by 
handicapping cars according to the class they run in, to yield a rough indication 
of driver skill; it therefore is not a good indication of car competitiveness.] 
 

~0~ 
 
It is so hard to legislate out technical performance enhancements -- at least 
for features and systems that are offered from the factory. The electronic 
systems are great, up to a point. At a certain level, they probably stop helping 
and start hindering, or at least get in the way. But that's up to each driver and 
the situation. I think the key is just to properly classify the cars, as if all the 
systems are turned on and active for each run, i.e. the highest level of 
development of the car as it came from the factory, then drivers can chose to 
adjust them as they deem fit, up to and including turning them off, or not using 
them. 
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Concours  

Concours Proposal #1 – No Shortening of Judging Time 
 
Current Rule: 
 
IV JUDGING 
 
E. For each division other than Wash & Shine, each component of the car 
will typically be judged for five (5) minutes. A shorter time period may be used, 
so long as it is announced to all judges and contestants by the event 
chairperson or head judge prior to the start of judging. For the exterior 
component, the one-minute walk-around will be counted in the total time. After 
the walk-around, all compartments (door, trunk, glove box, etc.) as requested 
will be opened off the clock. Judging then resumes for the exterior and begins 
for all other components of the car. The exterior judge is to stop judging at the 
point where one minute remains for the judging of areas other than the 
exterior, thus allowing the same time for all areas. 
 
Proposed Rule: 
 
IV JUDGING 
 
E. For each division other than Wash & Shine, each component of the car 
will typically be judged for five (5) minutes. A shorter time period may be used, 
so long as it is announced to all judges and contestants by the event 
chairperson or head judge prior to the start of judging. For the exterior 
component, the one-minute walk-around will be counted in the total time. After 
the walk-around, all compartments (door, trunk, glove box, etc.) as requested 
will be opened off the clock. Judging then resumes for the exterior and begins 
for all other components of the car. The exterior judge is to stop judging at the 
point where one minute remains for the judging of areas other than the 
exterior, thus allowing the same time for all areas. 
 
Rationale: 
 
This rule in its current form has the potential to cause much divisiveness and 
controversy. The offending provision is intended to allow judging teams to 
move more quickly when dealing with large numbers of cars by allowing event 
organizers at individual events to modify the judging procedure by reducing 
the judging time below the five minutes specified in the rules. The proposed 
rule change would eliminate this provision. 
 
Such modifications to procedure make little difference at an individual event, 
because within that event the procedures are uniform across the field. 
However, the modification of procedure at an individual event in the Zone 8 
series which this rule allows can disrupt the process of determining the winners 
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of year end division trophies, as occurred in 2015. The division year-end winner 
is the entrant who has the best four scores for the year and has satisfied other 
eligibility requirements for a year-end award. Those competing for a year-end 
award need not have attended all of the same events. The underlying 
assumption is that judging from one event to another is uniform, so that raw 
scores can be compared from one event to another. The Zone exerts 
considerable effort to promote consistent judging, by providing a Manual for 
Concours Judges and holding judging schools each year, but if the procedures 
vary from one event to another, judging uniformity cannot be assumed. It 
should be evident that, all other things being equal, a car judged for a shorter 
period of time is likely to obtain a higher score than one subjected to longer 
scrutiny. As an example, in the case of reducing the judging time from five 
minutes to four, the car judged for four minutes has a 20% advantage over 
the other car or, expressed differently, a 20% lower probability that a given 
flaw will be found by a judge. Allowing for such deviations incorporates the 
potential for unfairness into the concours rules, violating the fundamental 
principles expressed in the general rules: “The Zone 8 Rules committee 
espouses . . . fairness to entrants.” (General Rule II Guiding Principles) These 
principles form the boundaries within which all of the more specific rules 
written for each type of competition must lie. 
 
The potential for such a problem might be offset if the rule also provided a 
great benefit, but this is not the case. The mechanics of judging dictate that 
the actual span of time during which judging occurs is six minutes, plus the 
pause during which the entrant opens doors, deck lids and various covers and 
perhaps takes out the spare tire or toolkit. But additional time is unavoidably 
consumed by activities such as making introductions, handing out forms and 
discussing deductions. In the process of participating in judging at a substantial 
percentage of the events held over the last decade or so in the Zone, I have 
had the opportunity to measure total times for judging. In my experience, 
under optimum conditions the total time required to judge a car is not less 
than about 12 minutes, and this is achievable only when all of the cars assigned 
to a specific judging team are lined up next to each other, every entrant is 
readily available when the team shows up at his or her car and no time is lost 
on things such as completing paperwork which should have been filled out in 
advance. More often, time is wasted looking for cars and for entrants who are 
not waiting with their cars. Sometimes delays are unavoidable because 
entrants are also working elsewhere as judges. So under the best of 
circumstances eliminating a minute from the judging time only shaves eight 
percent off the total judging time, and usually the percentage of time saved 
would be significantly lower. This benefit is certainly not enough to justify the 
risk of controversy such as occurred last year. 
 
Comments: 
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Concours Proposal #2 – Change Unrestored Stock Age Limit 
 
Current Rule: 
 
III CAR CLASSIFICATION 

. 

. 

. 
C. UNRESTORED STOCK DIVISION 

. 

. 

. 
Unrestored Stock entries are Porsches, a minimum 10 model years old,  
(current model year minus 10 years, Y-10), with a minimum of 75% Porsche 
Factory applied paint and 75% Porsche Factory installed interior, with both 
interior and exterior dating from the time of the original manufacture and 
installed or applied at the time of the original manufacture at the factory. 
 
Proposed Rule: 
 
III CAR CLASSIFICATION 

. 

. 

. 
C. UNRESTORED STOCK DIVISION 

. 

. 

. 
Unrestored Stock entries are Porsches, a minimum 1020 model years old,  
(current model year minus 1020 years, Y-1020), with a minimum of 75% 
Porsche Factory applied paint and 75% Porsche Factory installed interior, with 
both interior and exterior dating from the time of the original manufacture and 
installed or applied at the time of the original manufacture at the factory. 
 
Rationale: 
 
While it is a laudable goal to maintain a Porsche automobile in excellent 
condition for an extended period of time, it is suggested that the time period 
required to elapse before eligibility to enter a car in the Unrestored Division be 
changed from ten (10) years to twenty (20) years. This is primarily due to the 
dramatically increased durability of paint and interior components of modern 
Porsches as well as the ability of many owners to dedicate their Porsche 
primarily for enjoyment instead of daily commuting. To clarify, it is a relatively 
simple task to carefully maintain a car for ten years if it is used sparingly and 
carefully as many Porsches are, especially those which the owner chooses 
preserve as an example of originality and cleanliness. It should also be 
apparent that a ten-year-old car would not normally be a candidate for 
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restoration (new interior and/or paint), even under careful daily commuting 
use. 
 
Comments: 
 
 


