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Fourth quarter marks the return of the busy season, at least for 
the Zone 8 Rep. Holiday parties, Fall Presidents’ Meeting, annual 
banquet planning, ramping up for the next Festival of Speed, etc. 
It all adds up!  And of course, this year had the added bonus of 
the Escape being hosted in Zone 8. 
 
October started with me attending the annual Zone 8 Challenge 
weekend hosted by Golden Empire Region. Car show on 
Saturday, followed by a banquet, with an autocross on Sunday. 
This year they returned to the airport for a fantastic two mile long 
autocross course.  I followed up this weekend on Monday by 
attending the Grand Prix Region Autocross and DE at the Streets 
of Willow. 
 
The next weekend I made the trek to Riverside Region for their 
“Halloween Tour.”  Originally schedule for later in the month, it 
was moved up a couple of weeks so it wouldn’t coincide with 
Escape.  The macabre elements of the tour were that it drove by 
famous crimes scenes in the region. Spirits were lifted, however, 
by the fantastic outdoor setting for lunch, at a region member’s 
home in the nearby mountains. 
 
That Sunday Susan & I headed north to Santa Barbara for their 
big annual Concours.  This was once again a terrific event at the 
Fess Parker resort.  (It also was the launching point for a road 
trip to Central California for Susan and I. A rare non-PCA 
vacation.) 
 
After many, many months of planning, Escape 2013 finally 
arrived for Grand Prix & San Gabriel Valley regions on the final 
weekend of October. A terrifically successful “drive-in” movie 



night was the setting for the opening car show and banquet. Over 
the next few days I enjoyed the tours to the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory as well as to SpaceX, the rocketry company leading 
the way in the commercialization of space travel. Saturday night 
wrapped up the official festivities with a closing banquet; though 
the weekend was not over yet as there was a bonus event, a 
Time Trial at the Pomona racetrack on Sunday. A terrific Escape, 
I know fun was had by all who attended. 
 
 
The first weekend of November saw me in Phoenix for the Arizona 
Region’s annual Phoenix Flight multi-event weekend. Friday night 
was the Welcome Party; a Concours and banquet on Saturday; 
with an autocross on Sunday.  This also gave me the opportunity 
to visit my parents at their new home in the Phoenix area, as 
they recently transplanted themselves from Washington. 
 
On Tuesday of that week, Martin (publicity and sponsorship chair) 
and I drove to Las Vegas for the annual SEMA show.  Our 
mission: To find more vendors and sponsors for the upcoming 
California Festival of Speed.  As I was there on the first 
Wednesday of the month, I was able to sit in on a Las Vegas 
Region board meeting as well. 
 
Upon returning home, San Diego Region was holding an 
autocross, which provided me again with the special opportunity 
to get back out there with my daughter, Kate.  She is about to 
move away, so won’t have many more of these… 
 
A week later saw me driving up to Buttonwillow for San Diego’s 
second annual Club Race and Time Trial. On the way home I had 
the chance to run in Orange Coast Region’s Autocross at El Toro 
field.  Rumor has it that El Toro will only be around for another 
year or so, so must take advantage of it when I can! 
 
November wound down with another big event weekend: The 
PCNA PCA Preview at the LA Autoshow, Tech Tactics West (a sell-



out success this year!) and the annual Fall Zone 8 Presidents 
Meeting. 
 
 
December is the month of the Holiday Party.  The first weekend 
found me in San Luis Obispo for the California Central Coast 
Region’s.  It is always a pleasure to visit CCCR, though with the 
threat of snow in the mountains this time of year, I had to take 
the more sedate “beach route” in my travels to and from. 
 
That Wednesday I attended a San Diego Region board meeting.  
First in a couple of months, as for one reason or another I missed 
a few (very unusual for me). 
 
The next weekend was a whirlwind.  Fly to Phoenix for the 
Arizona Region holiday party on Saturday (see my parents again, 
too), fly back Sunday morning, drive to the Riverside Region 
holiday party (a brunch), and then drive up to the Golden Empire 
Region holiday party for dinner. A day earlier a big snow storm 
had closed I-5 over the pass, but for me it was smooth sailing; 
though people around me were pulling off the freeway for 
impromptu snowball fights.   
 
The next weekend wrapped up my PCA year with a brunch cruise 
around the bay in Newport Beach, the scene of the Orange Coast 
Region holiday party. 
 
Hard to believe it’s been two years already!  My first term is over. 
My second term awaits me, as I heard from club president, 
Manny Alban, that I have been re-appointed as the Zone 8 Rep 
for 2014-2015. Thank you, Manny!  I’m looking forward to it! 
 


