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I have a favor to ask of you. If you know who the 2009 Zone 8 Enthusiast of the Year was, would you 
please let me know?  I’m embarrassed to say there aren’t any zone records of the winner (and it was 
only 3 years ago!).  If it was you, a friend of yours, someone from your region, or if you just happen to 
remember, please let me know.  The award was presented at the January 2010 Zone 8 Banquet.  If you 
can give me some idea of who it was, I’d much appreciate it; it will help me in my attempt to pull 
together our zone history. 

At the last California Festival of Speed planning meeting, I was christened the “Emperor of Zate” (rhymes 
with eight, as in Zone 8). While I’m all for being emperor, I’m not so sure it will sit very well with my 
boss, our national president; but it did get me to thinking, what is this Zone Rep thing anyway? How 
many people really know?   So let me tell you.   

In the early years of PCA, all the region presidents would gather annually to discuss club business. As the 
years went by and the number of regions grew, this became less and less practical. In 1969, to improve 
this situation the national Executive Council proposed a concept of administration where the regions of 
the club were divided into administrative districts, called zones, and were represented by a Zone 
Representative. This appointed position would directly interact with the regions in their geographic 
areas in a way that, due to size and distance, the EC could not. Thus the Zone Representative would be a 
go-between for the regions and the Executive Council; communicating national policy and procedure to 
the region presidents and the opinions and concerns of the membership back to the national 
organization. Another way to look at it is that the Zone Rep is here to assist the region presidents and 
club membership.  We are in Zone 8, which contains the 13 regions of Southern California, Southern 
Nevada and Arizona.  So it has been decreed by the Emperor of Zate! 

Speaking of the Festival, the CFOS management team is hard at work preparing for the next event (April 
5, 6 & 7, 2013; plan on it and save the date!).  They asked me to announce that they are looking for a 
volunteer for a new chair position on the team. This volunteer would be someone who would handle 
marketing and promotion of the festival. They are looking to attract both more vendors and more 
automotive enthusiasts every year and they would like some help. If you are looking for a new way to 
get involved in the Porsche Club and have some experience in this area, please contact me at: 
zonerep@zone8.org 

Newsflash for all Time Trial & DE drivers: the Zone 8 website (www.zone8.org) has a new addition-
Approved Tech Stations. The list can be found under the “Events” menu item. If your favorite authorized 
tech station is missing, please let me know and I will be happy to have it added! 

Moving on to upcoming events, at the tail end of November, be sure to make room on your calendar to 
attend the PCA member private preview at the LA Autoshow.  PCNA will once again be allowing us to get 
a jump start on seeing the latest and greatest vehicles for 2013.  And that same weekend, on December 
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1st and 2nd, PCA will be bringing our national Tech Tactics program back to the PCNA facility in Ontario.  
The ultimate tech session, this program puts you together with members of the PCA Tech Committee 
and the highly trained Porsche mechanics (and maybe a VIP or two from Stuttgart) for a weekend of 
Q&A and lecture on all things technical about your favorite car, your Porsche! Registration info will be 
available as we get closer. Save the date and make a weekend of it! 

Looking forward to next year’s events; our annual Zone 8 Banquet will be held on Saturday, January 19, 
so save the date as it will be a great evening.  This year I’d like to change things up a bit, trying to make it 
more casual, fun and engaging for all. Entertaining us once again will be Emcee Scott Mann, who will 
also provide the DJ for dancing. Those of you who went last year know what a great job he did; you may 
also know him as Mr. KPCA, the voice that brought us the terrific radio station that was broadcasting 
during this year’s Festival of Speed. Additional new features for the weekend that are in the works are a 
Zone 8 Concours and car show as well as a driving tour or two.  Activities! Awards! Door prizes! Friends 
and family! Party! Let’s start the New Year right! 

 


