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By Tom Brown 
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Zone 8 has a new Rules chair! I’ve recently appointed Russell Shon, San Diego Region, as the new Zone 8 
Rules Chair. Russell is an avid driver, frequently participating in autocross, DE & Time Trial events. He 
holds degrees in both Electrical & Mechanical engineering and loves to do his own work on his cars. 
With his background and experience, he seems perfectly suited to this task and he will be a great 
addition to the Zone 8 staff.  This reminds me, the proposal period for 2013 has begun.  Please send 
Russell your thoughts on the rules. Now is the time to make proposals for 2013 and to review and 
comment on the proposals of others. You can view the current proposals on the Zone 8 website.  Please 
send your proposals and comments to Russell at rules@zone8.org. 

Speaking of the website, next time you are on http://zone8.pca.org, check out the “About Zone 8” 
section. I’m in the middle of a zone history project, the results of which are taking shape on the Zone 8 
website. I think it is important to remember our club’s origins and history, and can be quite informative 
and entertaining as well.  I’ve recently spent hours digging through old Panorama magazines, as well as 
the zone records that were delivered to me by Michael Dolphin. Be sure to keep checking back over the 
next few months, there is enough to this that I’ll be adding to it a little more each week for some time to 
come.   

To this end, I need your help. The zone records are incomplete and I’m hoping that region newsletters 
can fill in the gaps.  In particular, I’m looking for February through May issues of the following years: 
1984, 1986, 1988, 1989, 1991, 2006 & 2010. If you collect the old newsletters from your region and you 
have any of these four issues from the years listed, please drop me a note, I’d love to talk to you. I can 
be reached at zonerep@zone8.org.  (Note: I have access to a complete set of San Diego Region 
newsletters, so to my fellow San Diego Region members, thanks anyway, but I’m looking for newsletters 
from the other 12 regions in Zone 8.) 

Parade registration opened up on March 27th. This year’s Parade is only a stone’s throw away; just up 
the road in Salt Lake City, Utah, July 8 through 14.  The Parade is our club’s national convention and 
features a week filled with numerous activities such as: Concours, TSD Rally, Gimmick Rally, Autocross, 
banquets, socials, Tech Academy (similar to the Tech Tactics we hosted last fall in Los Angeles), lots of 
wonderful driving tours in the beautiful mountains of Utah, and much more!  This is the biggest event 
we do all year: just think, all Porsche, all the time, for a week! When it comes time to plan your family 
summer vacation, you could do a lot worse than to join us in Salt Lake City for the Parade. Salt Lake City 
is a terrific place to visit, there will be lots of things for the kids, and plenty of fun for everyone. As I 
write this, there are 78 members registered from Zone 8; but there is still plenty of room for more. 
Parade moves around the country, a different place each year, so be sure to take advantage of it while it 
is so close. Join us! You won’t regret it. For more information see http://parade2012.pca.org. Go to 
http://paradereg.pca.org to sign up and join the fun.  
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By now I’m sure most of you will have seen the new 991 at a introduction hosted by your local 
dealership. When we finally saw one of these in the flesh, those of us on the zone staff quickly noticed 
that the engine compartment was even less accessible than that of a Boxster or Cayman.  The realization 
of the impact that this would have on our Concours events was not far behind. In a nutshell, if you can’t 
get at the engine, you can’t judge it and that means that this car could not compete in two of our 
existing Concours Divisions.  This information, coupled with the dissatisfaction that many Boxster & 
Cayman owners have voiced over the years about accessing their engines for judging, led us to an urgent 
restructuring of the Concours rules.  We created a new division specifically for those cars that have 
engine compartments with restricted access when compared to their older counterparts.  These rules 
are “transitional”, that is, intended to get us through this year, after which (based on our 2012 
experiences) we can then modify them as necessary to keep our Concours events fair and fun for all. In 
the meantime, these cars have a place to compete that does not place them (or the other Porsche 
models) at a competitive disadvantage. Please see http://zone8.pca.org for the complete 2012 Zone 8 
Rules. 

Don’t forget to keep your email current in your account at http://www.pca.org. Keeping your email 
current with national is what keeps you in the loop for important club information. 

See you at the next event! 
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