
Southwest Soapbox 
By Tom Brown 
Zone 8 Representative 
 

The 2012 Parade is only one month away now, and it promises to be another great one. All Porsche, all 
the time, for a solid week; our national convention can’t be beat when it comes to PCA camaraderie and 
activities. There is still time to sign up and make it the best week of your summer. Salt Lake City is a 
great destination city and is very family friendly. There will be lots to see and do for the whole family. 
See http://parade2012.pca.org/ for more information. 

By the way, if you haven’t already considered it, I highly recommend that each region organize a caravan 
to Salt Lake City for those driving to the Parade. As they say, getting there is half the fun, and what could 
be more fun than a cross-country drive with all your PCA friends? It also helps to be in a group should 
anybody have car trouble. Just remember to plan any hotel/restaurant stops along the way in advance!  

Party! Party! Party! There will be a Zone 8 Party at the Parade on opening day, Sunday, July 8. The party 
will start at 4 PM, as a warm up to the official Welcome Party that evening. It is the perfect time to 
gather with your Zone 8 friends to coordinate schedules, plan activities and organize your vacation week 
together. Don’t arrive too late so you can be sure to be finished with both hotel and Parade check-in 
leaving plenty of time to join us and kick the week off in style. 

Concours Judges: If you have never judged at a Parade, but are interested in stepping up and giving it a 
try, please contact Paul Gilbreath, the Parade Head Judge, at:  paulgilbreath@live.com  

Turning to official Zone 8 business, June is the final month to submit proposals for the Zone 8 event 
rules for 2013. If you have a suggestion to make the rules better, or have identified a problem with the 
rules as they are now, here is your big chance to make a difference. Please submit your suggestion, 
along with a description of the issue (including why it is an issue and how your suggestion fixes it) to 
rules@zone8.org. You may also review and submit comments on other member’s suggestions. Please 
see the rules proposal page on http://zone8.pca.org  to learn more about the rules process and to see 
the proposals for next year that have already been submitted.   

Have you been wondering what is going on around you in Zone 8? Perhaps PCA doesn’t have your email 
address. Many regions, the zone and national PCA email out notifications about upcoming events and 
other club news to the email address that you provide to national PCA. If you haven’t done so, or if your 
email address has changed and you have yet to update it with PCA national, then you will miss out on 
this convenient & timely means of communication.  Fixing it is easy, just log in to your account on 
http://www.pca.org/ and update your information.  If you don’t have an account, the friendly staff at 
our national office will be glad to assist you in creating one. 

Don’t forget, of course, to make a habit of visiting your local region web site and the Zone 8 website on 
a regular basis, as these are also great ways to keep up with what is going on. Our Facebook and 
Google+ pages are also great ways to stay in contact with the club. If you find yourself traveling to 
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another region look them up and drop in on any events that might be happening. Visitors from other 
regions are welcome to attend most any event. Just be sure to look for any advance registration 
requirements and pricing information, etc. 

While you are on the Zone 8 web site, please take a look in the “About Zone 8” section. Here you will 
find the Zone 8 History Project unfolding, as well as other information about Zone 8 and its regions. We 
certainly hope you enjoy it.  And don’t forget, if you have anything you’d like to contribute, I’ll be glad to 
take a look.  Do keep sending me your favorite drives around the zone. We are a car club after all, and 
everybody appreciates a suggestion for a great place to hit the road in their Porsche.   I can be contacted 
at zonerep@zone8.org  
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