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October saw the return of the Zone 8 Concours series, after the summer hiatus. First was that of the 
Golden Empire Region.  Tucked into the parking lot of the local dealership, they had a great turnout, 
perhaps forty cars!  A terrific event, and it was very nice to see the support of the dealership. 

Next was the Concours of Santa Barbara region.  This one had 75 cars, at least, maybe 100. The sun was 
shining, and it was warm and beautiful.  Typical California fall weather. This year the region took the 
event to a new venue: on the seaside at the beautiful Fess Parker resort (just off of downtown).  
Another terrific event with plenty of public visibility as the beaches of Santa Barbara are a popular 
destination when the weather is great. 

Also in October I attended my home region’s board meeting (San Diego).  I’d love to go to more board 
meetings around the zone but most of them are on weeknights, making it hard to get there with a 
regular work schedule.  Additionally, I attended another of San Diego Region’s new Cars and Coffee 
events.   Finally, I finished off October by attending the San Diego Region Performance Driving School 
with my daughter, Kate.  It is only a matter of time till she beats me on the track – she is learning very 
fast! 

November was road trip month.  The first weekend was dual purpose:  Off to the Phoenix area for the 
Arizona Region Concours and awards banquet, followed by a social in the Las Vegas region.  The 
Concours was in Scottsdale, just outside of Phoenix at a local resort.  The turnout was terrific, a fantastic 
event.   

The following weekend I headed up to San Luis Obispo, probably the hardest region for me to reach 
from where I live. They were holding a new member social, and it seemed like a fitting opportunity to 
introduce myself to the region as I had yet to make it up there so far this year. 

Next weekend came the Concours hosted by California Inland Region, on a college campus nestled in the 
hills north of Los Angeles. The setting was beautiful and the thirty or so cars in attendance made for a 
terrific showing. If only the weather had cooperated!  It was a bit damp that day, but we all had fun.  
That was Saturday – Sunday found me back in San Gabriel Valley region for their final Time Trial of the 
year. 

Thanksgiving weekend gave me a little break from club events (though that meant missing an SDR 
autocross). But that didn’t last long, as the first weekend of December was a big one.  It started with the 
LA Autoshow  PCA preview, followed by a full weekend of Tech Tactics.  And, as with last year, that same 
Sunday I hosted my fall Presidents’ meeting.  This gave the zone presidents an opportunity to meet with 
the national executive council members that were in town for the big event, not to mention that they 
also had the chance to see a few of the Tech Tactics presentations.  What fun!   While I was away, my 
daughter Kate borrowed the Cayenne to attend the SDR Wounded Warrior driving tour. 



The big challenge for the rest of December was picking holiday parties to attend.  With 13 regions it is to 
be expected that several will be happening simultaneously, and as luck would have it, one weekend saw 
host to four of them.  I was able to attend those hosted by Riverside, San Gabriel Valley and Santa 
Barbara regions.   

Additional events to close out the year included the November and December SDR board meetings, a 
SGVR Cars & Coffee event in Glendale and the final autocross of the 2012 season for San Diego. 

Behind the scenes planning for the 2013 Festival of Speed is going ahead full steam. Additionally, I’ve 
also had to make time to plan the annual Zone 8 banquet that we hold each January; as well as the 
winter presidents’ meeting that happens that same weekend. 

It is hard to believe that my first year as Zone Rep is over.  It was a great year and I certainly am looking 
forward to the next one! 

 

 

 


