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At the start of this quarter I was a judge in the National Website Contest, assisting 
the contest chair and fellow Zone Rep Sean Cridland.  I was judging the websites of 
the smaller regions, and really enjoyed this as it gave me some insight into events 
and activities to regions around the country that I’d normally not think to check 
out. 

Other “behind the scenes” activities included a debriefing meeting about the 
California Festival of Speed, which was great, by the way, I think we are well on our 
way to another terrific event next year.  Additionally, we found time for the Rules 
Committee to meet in June. We haven’t traditionally met mid-year in the past, but 
this was a great new addition. I think it really helped and will plan on two meetings 
a year for us in the future.  Finally, I’ve started to think and plan for the Zone 8 
banquet to be held next January.  Of course, there are always lots of other little 
things, such as continuing work on the Zone 8 history project, unfolding on the web 
site. 

 

The first month of the quarter saw me driving up to Santa Barbara for one of their 
monthly breakfast meetings.  They have two each month, and this one happened to 
be the ‘far” one, in Santa Barbara itself.   However the longer drive was worth it, as 
the social was quite fun and the early morning is the best time to drive through Los 
Angeles anyway. 

The big event in April, of course, is the Zone 8 California Festival of Speed.  This 
three day weekend kept me very busy and active.  As usual, our Club Race, 
Concours, Autocross, and Time Trial weekend was a blast.  Bryan Henderson, our 
national club race chair, was in attendance as an observer, so I spent much of the 
weekend with him learning the ins and outs of club racing management.  The 
Saturday night BBQ in the pits was a great event in its own right.  

May saw me traveling to Tucson, for the Southern Arizona Region’s Cinco De Mayo 
weekend extravaganza.  Starting with a Friday night meet & great; followed by a 
Concours & Banquet on Saturday and then Sunday giving you the choice of a golf 
tournament or a driving tour, this weekend as something for everyone.   



So far the quarter seems a little slow compared to Q1, but June really picked up the 
pace again, with four full weekends.  The first event for me was driving up to 
Lancaster for the Cal Inland Region monthly breakfast meeting.  Additionally, after 
breakfast, they hosted the first event of our annual zone rally series.  

Next on the list for June was driving to Newport Beach for the Orange Coast 
Region’s annual Concours.  This was a fun event as it was coupled with a bigger car 
show hosted by the country club location, which included a terrific BBQ dinner 
social accompanied by music and dancing.  It was a bit unusual for a Concours to 
start mid afternoon (to fit with a dinner afterwards) but I think it worked very well 
and they report more than 100 spectators attending in addition to the Concours 
entrants. 

One week later I was driving to Beverly Hills for the Los Angeles Region’s annual 
Concours.  This is always a first class event, with a terrific turnout.  Hosted at the 
grounds of the Greystone Mansion, it is always a site to behold. 

Finally, June wrapped up with me driving to Pomona for a DE co-hosted by Grand 
Prix & San Gabriel Valley Regions.  This was held at the Pomona Fairplex, which will 
be the host venue for the 2013 Escape.  Since almost all of us were attending the 
DE together, it was a great opportunity to bring the Zone 8 Rules Committee 
together to discuss a few issues that had come up as we start to prepare for the 
2013 event season. 

I’m very pleased to announce that San Diego Region has agreed to host an 
additional Zone 8 club race this year, they will be adding this to their annual 
November Time Trial at Buttonwillow!!!  This is terrific news as we continue to 
expand our zone driving programs to meet the demand of the membership. 

Q2 was another great quarter for Zone 8 and I look forward to a busy Q3. 


